
�1

KESSID SERMON NOTES
Sermon 
Easter Sunday: The Banquet 

Date 
4-1-18 

Speaker 
Pastor Danny Clinton

(Vs) John Ch. 20:1-20 – The Resurrection of Jesus 

(Vs) John 20:20 “When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
were glad when they saw the Lord.” (S) 

Question: Do we celebrate Easter with a good understanding of what’s actually happening here? (S)  

• How does this all apply to my life right now?  
• Note: I don’t know if we are supposed to Celebrate the Resurrection Story as much as we are 

supposed to Experience it. 

To experience what meeting The Resurrected Christ was really like, we first have to understand what 
they were going through before he appeared… 

• At this point the entire community of Christ followers exists only in the Darkness of Separation 
• They have experienced “A newly discovered loss of meaning.”  
• They were defeated, worn down and withered. 
• At this point everything they thought they knew about the world was taken from them. The Church, 

who first turned on the Christ, has now turned on them, and the other followers have all fled. 
• Most of their friends and family are too afraid to even be associated… 

They were alone and broken… Their life stories spilled out for all to see, and yet, even this, was all part 
of the Resurrection Story…  

• Earlier in Jesus life, he was invited to a great Banquet…(Vs) Luke 14:1-6 – Jesus and His Table 
Guests 

• This is a Picture of how Christ sees both Himself and Us…  
• The call of Jesus is fundamentally connected to being a table companion 

(Vs) Rev 19:9 The angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” (Image) 
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It’s within this context… Jesus then tells everyone at the table a Story  

(Vs) Luke 14:16-24 – “A man once gave a great banquet…” 

• First - “The Invited” (S) - Jewish religious leaders, Pharisees and Sadducees and Scribes of Israel. 
• Second – “The Uninvited” (S) - The “outcasts” of Israel. The Notorious Sinners like prostitutes, tax 

collectors and such, but there was still room at the master’s table. And so the invitation goes wider. 
• Lastly – “The Unwanted” (S) - outside the “city limits” of Judaism, to the Gentiles who are out in the 

highways and along the hedges. 

These are the people The Lord wants dining with Him. 

• The defeated, worn down and withered. 
• The Uninvited and Unwanted… 
• It’s a very rare thing to admit being in this place… To Confess my Aloneness 

Uninvited and Unwanted 

• This is a Sacred Place. Because as with the hurting Disciples, this is where Jesus makes His 
presence known. 

“It remains a startling story to those who never understand that men and women who are truly filled 
with light are those who have gazed deeply into the darkness of their imperfect existence.” (S) 

• To these people the master says… “Come, for everything is ready now.” 
• All you need to bring is yourself and an appetite. It’s completely free!  

For some, this is one of the main hindrances that will keep you from having community with Jesus. 

• You are so full of your own goodness and accomplishments you can’t acknowledge your need for 
His banquet. 

• If you could just offer something in exchange for the meal, you would feel better about it, but to 
come and eat freely is an affront to your dignity and pride… And so, you offer your excuses…. 

Consider This: When it comes to Excuses…  

• Looking at those sitting around the Table…aren’t they the ones with the strongest reasons for not 
pulling up a chair?  

• The poor man could say, “I don’t have anything decent to wear to such a feast.”  
• The crippled man could say, “I can’t get anyone to carry me there.”  
• The blind could say, “I can’t see to find my way.”  
• The lame could say, “It hurts me too much to walk on my bad leg.”  
• Those along the highways and hedges, the street people, could say, “I haven’t had a bath in days 

and my clothes are dirty and ragged. I can’t come.”  
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And yet, it’s these people that finally dine with Jesus in Relationship.  

• They accepted the offer because Christ convinced them that they were welcome, and they 
clearly knew their own need; they were hungry. 

• These are the people that Easter is for…people like you and I! 
• And so very much MORE is waiting for you … 

(Vs) 2nd Peter 1:2-4a “May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord. His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has 

granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may 
become partakers of the divine nature… 

What are you waiting for? 

• He has more than enough room for you ALL? 
• Won’t you come to Him? Please Come! 


