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(Vs) Acts Ch. 9:32-35 “Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who 
lived at Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. 34 And 

Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” And immediately he rose. 35 And all 
the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.” 

• From the beginning, we can see the apostle intended to use the miracle to attract attention — not to 
himself, but to the message he brought. 

• Peter didn’t make a big spectacle of his own activity; he simply said, “Jesus Christ heals you, rise and make 
your bed.” (9:34)  

Notice: The vast majority of the people in Lydda and the surrounding area accepted Peter’s preaching as 
divinely authenticated.  

• The Author (Luke) uses the phrase “turned to the Lord”  to mean that they became followers of Jesus which 
would mean believing, being baptized, and receiving the Holy Spirit. 

Another stop in Peter’s itinerant ministry included Joppa, the harbor town to which Jonah had run many 
centuries earlier. 

(Vs) Acts Ch. 9:36-41 ”Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She 
was full of good works and acts of charity. In those days she became ill and died, and when they had washed 
her, they laid her in an upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, 

sent two men to him, urging him, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter rose and went with them. And 
when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping and showing 

tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all outside, and 
knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when 
she saw Peter she sat up. 41 And he gave her his hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, 

he presented her alive.  

As Peter stood in that upper room, staring down at a lifeless body on the bed I imagine he found the whole 
scene eerily familiar, almost a re-creation of at least two other episodes in biblical history, one ancient and one 
more recent. 

• Elijah and the Widow’s Son (Vs) 1st Kings 17:17-23, Elijah carried the dead body of a widow’s son.  
• Jesus and the Funeral in Nain (Vs) Luke 7:11-15 

Notice: The common response by those who witnessed these Miracles… 
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• In Elijah’s case, the woman said, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the LORD in 
your mouth is truth” (1st Kings 17:24).  

• After Jesus’ miracle in Nain, “fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, ‘A great prophet 
has arisen among us!’ and, ‘God has visited His people!’ This report concerning Him went out all over Judea 
and in all the surrounding district” (Luke 7:16-17).  

• So, it was with Peter’s miracle in Joppa. “And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in 
the Lord.” (Acts 9:42). 

Question: So how does all this apply to our lives today? 

• There are two primary themes being revealed before us today. The first one is rather easy to see - external in 
its nature. 

The First Theme: “We as Christ followers should live expecting another season of miracles.”  

• Sometime in the future, dramatic displays of supernatural activity — miraculous events — will signal the 
beginning of the events described in Revelation.  

• And the Bible says as Christ followers we should be looking for and evaluating these Miracles. 

Question: But how do we know what is an Authentic Miracle and what is the Work of the Devil, or even just 
Worldly Cleverness? 

• With the scripture we just read, we can clearly see at least four distinct indications of authentic, miraculous 
works of The Lord:  

#1: The Lord alone is glorified, never a man or a woman.  

• If the supernatural activity exalts a person in any way, you can rest assured that it’s not of God!  
• Any activity that doesn’t glorify God, regardless of how impressive, does God’s people no good.  

#2: There is no showmanship.  

• In the Bible, miracles rarely have a large audience, and the display of divine power is quiet, serene, dignified, 
and personal.  

• None of the Old Testament prophets, none of the apostles, and not even Jesus Himself ever used miracles to 
impress, entertain, dazzle, or draw a crowd.  

#3: Unbelievers are convinced to believe.  

• Throughout the Scriptures, God’s miraculous activity gave people the opportunity to believe.  
• Many responded in faith; others couldn’t deny divine activity, yet they willfully rejected Him.  
• Regardless, miracles reveal God’s goodness and power so that those far away will approach Him.  

#4: Biblical truth is always validated.  

• When God works a miracle, you don’t have to hide your Bible behind your back or defend against critics. 
• Miracles create the opportunity to proclaim the truths of God boldly. 

“Miracles remove doubt and then create a crisis of the will.”  

• Therefore, if someone witnesses a genuine miracle and then rejects Christ, the problem is not in the head but 
in the heart.
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• The Second Theme we can see being revealed here is a bit harder to see but displays perhaps an even 
deeper picture for us to ponder. 

• These miracles were recorded to make it obvious for us who have trouble seeing. 
• Like the miracles of Jesus, they were signs, pointing to something beneath the surface. 
• The answer lies within the two previously listed responses to Peter’s Miracle 

- (Vs) Luke 9:35 – “And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.” 
- (Vs) Luke 9:42 – “And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.” 

The Second Theme: “It appears that God wants us to view these miracles as spiritual lessons of the power of 
the gospel to transform sinners”  

• It is clear that Dorcas / Tabitha was a believer. She is called a disciple (the only time this word occurs in the 
feminine form in the Greek New Testament).  

• We do not know about Aeneas’ background, only the fact that he is only referred to as “a certain man,” not 
“a disciple,” which seems to indicate that he was not a believer.  

This, along with the physical condition of both Dorcas and Aeneas represents different pictures of the spiritual 
condition of every person outside of Christ. 

• By nature, we all are born as sinners, spiritually paralyzed and dead.  
• We are as unable, as a paralyzed man, to take a step toward God.  

“(Showing that) We are Spiritually as unable as a corpse to free ourselves from our many sins and to live in a 
manner pleasing to God.”  

(Vs) Eph. 2:1 – “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course 
of this world…” 

• This spiritual inability is what theologians call “Total Depravity.”  
• And it’s these “Miracle Verses” that show us how God mercifully imparts spiritual healing and new life to 

those who are helpless and dead because of sin. 
• It teaches us that God’s mighty power causes unbelievers to turn to Him in saving faith, and so should 

encourage us to proclaim the gospel. 

“God is always about the business of partially displaying His power for the sake of making whole our 
weakness.”  

This is just how much He loves us. Perhaps, that alone is the real Miracle of Miracles?


