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After Paul leaves the Churches he planted he heads to Jerusalem…. 
• Once there, Paul find himself before the ruling leaders of his time. 
• He even goes before the Jewish Council. 

(Vs) Acts 23:11 “The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you have 
testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.” 

• Which leads him to Felix the Governor… 
• Which leads him to King Agrippa and his wife Bernice…. 
• Which eventually leads him to appeal to Caesar himself. 

Eventually Paul Sails for Rome… 
• Along the way He experiences yet another shipwreck and then is stranded for many months on the 

island of Malta. 

(Vs) Acts Ch 28:11 “After three months we set sail in a ship that had wintered in the island, a ship of 
Alexandria…” 

• After all this He finally makes it to Rome and remains there under house arrest for the next two 
years. 

• Once here He freely interacted with the church in Rome, receiving visitors, and teaching during the 
week. 

• Paul also wrote what scholars call the “prison epistles,” which include Ephesians, Colossians, 
Philemon, and Philippians.  

The Book of Acts ends with this statement… 

(Vs) Acts Ch 28:28-31 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the 
Gentiles; they will listen.” He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who 

came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
boldness and without hindrance. 

• These earliest apostles, like Peter, Paul, Barnabas, Silas, and Timothy were true Gospel pioneers.  



�2

They were people… “Called by God, equipped by the Spirit, and motivated by the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
they set out to do what no one had attempted before. They left the comforts of the familiar to carry the 

gospel to unfamiliar people in foreign lands.” Charles R. Swindoll  

Reminder: Nothing has changed, this is still the mandate of every believer. 
• Based on their example of evangelism and missions throughout the book of Acts, I want to 

conclude this study with three guidelines for living disciple-making lives. 

Guidelines for Evangelism (These were stolen from my friend Chuck S. ;) ) 

1. Start with the people most familiar to you.  
• When entering a new area, the apostles usually approached their fellow Jews in the synagogues first. 
• Today, all of us have circles of family, friends, colleagues, or neighbors who are like us in many ways.  
• We share similar language, culture, values, and even daily routines.  

“We may not be able to cross the world, but all of us can cross the street.” Charles R. Swindoll 

• Start in your own “Jerusalem and Judea.” - Share the love of Christ and the message of the gospel 
with those you know and those who know you.  

2. Learn everything you can about the people you intend to reach.  
• When the Disciples entered a place where there was no Jewish population, they tried to 

communicate with the Gentile population as best they could. 
• They had to draw on knowledge learned through open interaction with people they would normally 

not understand, overcoming prejudices and setting aside cultural obstacles.  
• Many still rejected their preaching, but not because they were unprepared or unclear.  
• When we step out beyond our own “Jerusalem and Judea,” we enter uncomfortable territory…Like 

Peter and Paul… 

“We must learn how to minister cross-culturally. To do so, we need to learn how others think, what they 
think, and why.”  

• This is how we find points of contact, connections that give us a platform to share our story and to 
introduce them the saving work of Jesus Christ.  

“Only when we learn to listen well will we be able to speak well.”  

3: Go as far as God will lead you.  
• It’s often said that “where the Lord guides, He provides.”  
• We’ve known this. We’ve seen God’s divine guidance and provision all around us.  
• For Paul, this divine provision didn’t always come as material support in the form of cash or 

supplies.  
• In fact, Paul often had to work for his own support as a tentmaker. However, “God always provided 

opportunities, opening doors for evangelism before crowds and kings.”  
• We must never forget, we are all called by God to call others. Whether you’re the one going or the 

one sending, never lose sight of God’s own vision for reaching those at the Ends of the Earth. 

This is how we could live out our disciple-making lives! IMAGINE! 


