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Prodigal Son - (Vs) Luke Ch. 15:18-24 

• The Father showed his lost and wayward son Goodness and Mercy… 
• On his way home from the field, the older brother heard the commotion...“Music and dancing,” 

there’s laughter and cheers. This is a party! 

(Vs) Luke Ch. 15:27-28 “He was angry and refused to go in…” 

• He refused to join in the joy. 
• So, his father came out to him and implored and urged his eldest son to share in his pleasure. 

(Vs) Luke Ch.15: 29-30 “…but he answered His Father…” 

• The eldest son’s refusal and recoil at the display of mercy his Father had shown the returning 
brother says a great deal about his own heart and motive… 

(Vs) Luke Ch. 15:31-32 “And he said to His Son…” 

The Father’s response was stating what was obvious… 

• That “All Celebration is a Choice”  
• The older Brother had chosen to twist what the father had graciously done for his brother to be 

about what he had not done for him. We still do this all the time. We take other people’s blessings 
and make them about us! 

In the full picture of Luke’s Gospel, this parable actually stands as an indictment against the 
unbelieving Jewish leaders.  

• Jesus’ arrival had launched a new day in redemptive history.  
• The unfolding drama of God’s salvation was extending beyond the borders of ethnic Israel — even 

to “the highways and hedges” (Vs) Luke 14:23. 
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• The wayward sons and daughters from afar were being gathered...This was a promised day, a long-
awaited day in the history of Israel and the world.  

• This was the day of salvation — a day to celebrate which continues to the present. 

(Vs) 2nd Cor. 6:2 – For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have 
helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 

• But the Jewish leaders in the midst of this day, like the older brother in the midst of his day, were not 
glad, and they were wrong. 

• And if we are not glad now, the same goes for us. 

Now we’re about to get personal…  

• In the full picture of your acceptance of the Gospel, this parable still stands as a possible indictment 
against you.  

• God commands us to be joyful… (Vs) Psalm 37:4 – “Delight yourself in the Lord.”   

(Vs) Phil 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice.” 

The basis of this joy is God himself.  

• He displays His manifold perfections and satisfies our deepest desire.  

(Vs) Isaiah 55:1 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, 
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.” 

• This alone is enough to necessitate our joy… 

Add all of this to the clearly seen mighty works of God occurring at this particular time in human 
history.  

• The Holy Spirit is on the move. The gospel is advancing to all nations. Jesus is building His church.  
• It is fitting that we celebrate and be glad! 
• So, in a real sense, “to the degree that we refuse to celebrate and be glad, we show ourselves to be 

out of touch with God’s triumph in this world.”  

A choice is required…   

• If we live indifferent, if we prefer to huff and puff, we must rightfully judge ourselves to be as 
clueless as the Pharisees and Older brother, or we can choose to pull our love and satisfaction from 
The Lord.  

• For there is no depth God’s love cannot reach and no power that can stay His hand. His Mercies and 
Goodness are new every morning.  

• It’s from this place that Jesus is building His Kingdom and He’s asking us to be a part of it!  
• Whatever circumstances we find ourselves in, this alone is cause enough to rejoice! 

The time is right. It is fitting to celebrate and be glad! 


