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Moses’s Back Story:  
• Israelites are becoming too powerful!  
• Pharaoh orders all the boy babies to be killed!  
• Moses’s Mother releases him into a river near Pharaohs daughter. 
• Moses is accepted and raised a Prince of Egypt. 
• Then finds out the people he’s from (Israelites) suffer all around him… 

Question: What kind of impact do you think all this had on Moses’s story? 
• We aren’t sure when Moses found out he wasn’t Egyptian…  
• We do know that one day that incredible privilege became sobering oppression. 

Question: What might he have felt? 
• Great Shame, Deep Sadness, Depression, Anxiety? Etc… 
• Whenever it was, one day while walking upon the warm sand, his inner feelings revealed 

themselves unexpectedly…(Vs) Exodus 2:11-12 

For Moses: to suddenly have this kind of an emotional awakening, to SEE what’s real around him 
brought out a clear reaction…  
• From here Moses flees into the desert of Midian and lives in exile for the next 40 years…. 

“You own your story, or your story owns you.”  

• For many of us, this exactly how we find out what’s been chasing us…  
• Not because we turned to face it but because it finally caught up and grabbed us by the soul! 

Note: “Just because you’re not good with something doesn’t mean you don’t need it!”  

• The Bible talks about this “I don’t need it” (Spiritual Blindness) a lot… 
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(Vs) 2nd Cor. 4:4 – “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

(Vs) Matt. 15:14 – “Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall 
into a pit.” 

Jesus also talked about people unwilling to see this about themselves…  

(Vs) Matt. 7:3-5 – “Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that 
is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when 

there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.” 

This part of Moses’s life is really a wonderful picture of us all… 

“Once we were spiritually blind, lost in our own plans and privilege, only to one day suddenly awaken to 
a new family and new identity that is costly and oppressed.”  

• Like Moses, we often then try and do something to make a difference when its God who wants to 
change the situation and status. 

• Then when we try and control the outcome, it’s only our plans and not God’s who get messed up. 

Moses’s time in Midian is both very difficult and very fruitful… 
• He finds a wife, has some children, and builds a new world, until one day, a Burning Bush speaks to 

him. 
• God asks him to be his vessel, and to go and speak on His behalf. 
• Moses, without even knowing it, has been broken by God to bear a great power for Him. 
• His own mistakes have now made him the perfect steward of a power no single person has ever 

wielded before. 

“All of us eventually need to be Broken by God in order to Bear a Great power for God.”  

But Moses strongly rejects God’s offer… 

(Vs) Exodus 3:9-12 – And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also 
seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that 

you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that 
I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “But I will be with you, 

and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 

“The higher the intensity of a reaction, the greater the likelihood it’s connected to our stories.” 
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• In the end, Moses realizes that God will go with him and agrees.  
• He arrives in Egypt and shared God’s words with Pharaoh. After 10 Plagues, Pharaoh 

releases God’s people. 
• And into the desert they go… 

Many things happen in the desert, but I want to highlight just one repeating miracle…  

1st Time - The first time was when the Jews were fresh out of Egypt.  
• They arrived in a place called Marah, where all the water was bitter. God told Moses to throw 

a bitter tree branch into the water, and it miraculously sweetened the water and made it 
drinkable.  

2nd Time - Was shortly after the first, when the Jews were in Refidim and also ran out water. 
• Remember: These people had lived as slaves for years… with others in authority providing or 

taking away whatever they wanted in order to control them.  
• Moses is humble and waits upon the Lord – He then is asked to strike the rock. 
• The Lord once again uses this man to create a miracle. 
• The rebelling people could suddenly SEE who he was. 
• After many years, Moses has grown into the Man God built him to be… But Moses has not 

fully dealt with his story… 

3rd Time - Moses is asked to speak to the Rock… 
• (Vs) Numbers 20:2-8 – “Now there was no water for the congregation…” 
• The people are once again doubting Moses’s authority and God’s  

This time, God instructed him to speak to the rock…  
• “Jewish Scholars say that God specifically wanted him to speak to the rock, so the Jewish 

people would realize that if even an inanimate rock listens to the word of God, how much 
more so should they.”  

• But Moses has run out of patience for these whiney people… He knows they don’t see, and 
he decides to teach them himself… 

(Vs) Numbers 20:9-11 –  And Moses took the staff from before the Lord…” 

Moses disobeyed God and hit the rock, and an opportunity to glorify God was missed.  

• Moses striking the rock brought the authority of God into the hands of a man instead of into 
the Name of God. 

“The less we know about our stories the more dangerous we are to those we seek to help.” 
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The consequences for taking Glory from God are severe… 

(Vs) Numbers 20:12 – And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not believe in 
me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this 

assembly into the land that I have given them.” 

Just this week I’ve come to some new realizations about my own story…  
• As a Child, I learned the value of strength through suffering.  
• Eventually this led to a strength in Leadership that has served me well over the years. 

Realization: “You don’t need to be a Pastor to plant a Church;  
You only need to be an enduring Leader.” 

• I discovered a long time ago that I have a different gear I can switch in to when things get 
difficult. 

• I’ve lived most of my life in the gear of 4 Low,  even when I didn’t need to.  

Summary: “This means that although I’m strong at helping people survive their own personal 
nuclear explosion, I’m not so good when they drop their emotional groceries.”  

Question: So how do we change this about ourselves and SEE… 
• People actually change how they A.C.T. in a fairly predictable way. 
• Awareness – “Ask people you trust to be honest with you.” 
• Choice – “There’s three seconds between a reaction and a response.” 
• Transformation – “Pray and ask God to break your heart.” 

(Vs) Ezekiel 36:26 – “And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will 
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.” 

• This is the only way to know if you are supposed to Speak or Strike. 

Yes, God’s Word does speak a lot about spiritual blindness, but it also talks about God restoring 
sight to those who are blind. 

(Vs) John 8:12 – Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 

(Vs) Luke 8:14 – “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the 

blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed.” 


