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We believe the Bible is God’s word for us…  

• Within the Bible, we have two “Testaments”  
Def: Testament: Something that serves as a sign or evidence of a specified fact, event, or quality.  

• The beginning of the Old Testament starts with Adam – Fallen Man.  
• The Fallen Life of Adam marks the breaking of relationship with God… The beginning of the New 

Testament starts with Jesus – A Fully Perfect Man / God Incarnate.  (New Adam) 
• The Birth, Life and Sacrifice of Jesus marks the beginning of a New Covenant…  
• As Christians, we celebrate the day Christ was born… As Christmas; the Day the Old was put away, 

and the New had come 
• And as we shared about last week, this day had been foretold long before Jesus was born… And 

not just through prophecy…. 
• So many Pictures in the Old Testament point us to the Birth and Person of Jesus. Especially one 

picture, to which I must admit I had never seen before until this week… It’s revealed within the Ark 
of the Covenant. 

The Ark was the most significant object in Old Covenant worship.  
• It was a box—overlaid with gold—that sat within the Most Holy Place. A clear description lies 

within (Vs) Hebrews 9:4b – “…the Ark of the Covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was 
a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 
Above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat.” 

• When God came down, His glory rested above the mercy seat—between the cherubim.  

Now, let’s look closely at each item God asked His people to place within His Ark:  

The Manna in the Golden Urn which represented the life-sustaining food that God gives His people in 
Christ.  
• When Israel was in the wilderness, the Lord sustained them with this mysterious bread. Not 

knowing what it was they called it “Manna” (lit. ‘What is it?’).  

When Jesus fed the five thousand, He said, (Vs) John 6:32,33 – Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from 

heaven. 33 For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”  
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“The spiritual flesh and blood of Christ is life-sustaining food for the believer.”  

Aaron’s Budding Staff 

• Certain jealous men had called Aaron’s Priesthood into question. So, God commanded that the 
rebels take their staffs and lay them out next to Aaron’s.  

(Vs) Num. 17:8 – “On the next day Moses went into the tent of the testimony, and behold, the staff of 
Aaron for the house of Levi had sprouted and put forth buds and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe 

almonds.” 

• The staff was placed in the ark to show that Christ was the LORD’s chosen and anointed Priest. 

(Vs) Isaiah 42:1 – “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put 
my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.” 

The Ten Commandments were also placed in the ark. This showed that the moral Law of God would 
forever stand before the presence of God.  

“It represents that the Law would be kept in Christ. He would fully obey all the commands of God for 
His people.” 

(Vs) Matt 5:17 ESV – “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” 

The Mercy Seat was set on top of the Ark. 

• When the Priest went into the Holy of Holies, he sprinkled the blood of the sacrifice on the mercy 
seat.  

• Israel’s sin formed a barrier between God and them. Our sins have also separated us from God.  

 “How can an unrighteous man stand before the presence of the righteous God? The dilemma is 
resolved through the blood of Jesus.” 

• Just as the blood on the mercy seat, the blood of Christ stands between the Law of God and the 
Presence of God. 

• Through the blood of Jesus, the transgressions of God’s people have been forgiven. 
• Finally, the symbolism of the Ark reached its grand climax on the Day of Atonement.  

Two Cherubim sat on either side of the Mercy Seat. 
• When the blood of the sacrifice was sprinkled on the mercy seat between these two Cherubim, the 

glory of God would appear.  
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• This was a picture of the restored presence of God through the resurrection of Christ 
• When Mary Magdalene came to the tomb seeking the body of Jesus, she found two angels–

one at the head, and the other at the feet—where the body of Jesus had been.  

(Vs) Matt 28:5,6 – But the angel said… “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who 
was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.” 

• The presence of God has been restored to the believer in the resurrection of Christ. The 
things of redemption being complete…  

“The Ark was a picture of the Person and saving work of Christ… The very same work we 
celebrate together every Christmas Day.”  

God has given us this most intricate picture of the Gospel in His Word...  
• And we are called to study them diligently.  
• The more we discern the work of Christ the more we will grow in both our gratitude and 

wonder for all He’s done!


