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Generosity is a tricky preach - Especially if Money is discussed in any way, so we are going 
to stay very close to the Word… 

The Book of Luke 
• When you look at Lukan theology, you’ll see that when it comes to money almost all of 

the teachings come from the lips of Christ Himself… 

• Let’s start with that famous verse, (Vs) 2nd Cor Ch 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His 
poverty might become rich.” 

• So… What does that mean? When Christ first begins His ministry in Luke 4, He refers 
back to Isaiah and says, (Vs) Luke 4:18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed…” 

• This is because people who don’t have a lot of material wealth often have a poverty of 
spirit to go with it. 

• This is also in alignment with the first beatitude… (Vs) Matt 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  Also, he says in (Vs) Luke 6:24 “But woe to you 
who are rich, for you have received your consolation.” 

• Then He goes into parables to help drive home the point He’s making… 

The Parable of the Rich Fool! 

(Vs) Luke 12:16-21 – And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced 
plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 

 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store 
all my grain and my goods.19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 

many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’  So is the one who lays 

up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”

“COME AND SEE: GRATEFUL FOR 
GENEROSITY” 
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(Vs) Luke 16:13 – “No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” 

• All of this has been setting us up for a beautiful picture of Generosity. 

Jesus and the “Good” Rich Man…  

(Vs) Luke 18:18-27 – Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?”  

• He says, “It’s impossible with man (For man),” Meaning it would require a miracle to 
happen. 

• And the very next Chapter displays what that miracle looks like… 

Jesus and the “Bad” Rich Man… 

(Vs) Luke 19:1-7 – He entered Jericho and was passing through.  And behold, there was a man 
named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich.  And he was seeking to see who 

Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature.  So he ran 
on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for he was about to pass that 

way.  And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and 
come down, for I must stay at your house today.”  So he hurried and came down and received 
him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man 

who is a sinner.”  

• He was the kingpin of the Jericho tax Cartel. 

• He extorted everyone because he had the tax franchise there and paid it to the Romans. 

• He really was a filthy rich, bad little man. 

• After he encountered Christ… (Vs) Luke 19:8-10 ”And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, 
“Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of 
anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 
since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

You see… “It’s not about being “Good” or “Bad” it’s about Jesus and whether or not 
you are willing to accept His message of incredible grace and generosity.”  
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• Zacchaeus’ story is proclaiming this picture! 
• He’s proclaiming that if Christ is within you… you can’t help but also be generous. 

Notice: This really has nothing to with tithing… “Because you can be an incredibly 
stingy person and tithe.” 

• As a matter of fact, we don’t even Tithe the right way anyhow.  
• If you take the Old Testament tithes and add them all up, including the festival tithes 

and the mandatory tithes, it comes to around 23% that they gave. 
• Instead, we are called to give as a reflection of what we’ve been given, and so give in 

such a way that there are things we would have to miss out on because of our giving. 

It’s in this way we are most like Christ…  

(Vs) Phil. 2:5-8 – “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though He 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, 

He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 

• It appears, “Generosity is a sign of a regenerate soul.”  
• “Regenerated people are generous.” 
• This thought has been with me for years…“At the end of my life time, I believe I will 

think about not what I have acquired, but about what I have been given and in turn 
given away.”  

A Picture of incredible Generosity… 
• 125 years ago these were “Those who gave before us.”  
• The Congregation, in March 2017, gave us the building. 

“An Opportunity for Generosity” 

The Throne in Heaven  

(Vs) Rev. 4:4,10-11 – “Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones 
were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads.  The 
twenty-four elders fall down before Him who is seated on the throne and worship Him who lives 
forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying… 

Worthy are you, our Lord and God,  
to receive glory and honor and power,  
for you created all things,  
and by your will they existed and were created.” 

It’s only because of our Lord’s Generosity toward us, we can proclaim that He is 
worthy of it all! 


