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Tradition, Legend, and Lore – “A teaching series about discovering the importance of 
Spiritual Experience through Tradition, Legend, and Lore.”  

Allow me to explain a bit about why this is so important for us to understand… 

• I shared last week that for thousands of years People lived out their Spirituality around 
three guiding principles… 

• Experience, Tradition, and Scripture.  

• This is how that worked…  

• For most of time, people based what they believed upon what they had Experienced.  

• From these Experiences, Wisdom was collected and then passed down as things called 
“Traditions.”  

• And then finally, “Through much of The Holy Spirit’s leading, both these Experiences 
and Wisdom Principles were written down and presented as what we know today as 
Scripture.”  

• With this model… People would move from place to place, facing different obstacles as 
they went…   

Illustration: Tricycle 

1. Experience would bring us to our next set of challenges and questions… 

2. What we learned was then passed down through Tradition. Teaching us how to use the 
Wisdom that came before us…  

3. And all the while, Scripture would Validate or Invalidate the Wisdom that came. 

But a few hundred years ago… We began to emphasize one over all the others…  
•Until slowly, and for many generations now, Scripture alone has taken the place of all 
three wheels upon our faith vehicle… 

“SACREDNESS REVEALED” 
Date: November 10, 2019 
Speaker: Danny Clinton 
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• Without valuing Experience, there is no room for people to question or doubt when 
faced with life’s difficult questions and challenges.  

• Resulting in a lack of knowledge that can be passed down, and therefore no Traditions 
to place that learned knowledge within.  

• Therefore, creating a reading of scripture that has to be translated from scratch with 
each generation that comes across it.  

• Finally, resulting in a potentially emotionless, experience-less, cold, and heady book of 
words… 

Let me show you… Why this isn’t how it’s supposed to be!  
• (Vs) Matt. 8:5-13 – The Faith of a Centurion 

• The Soldier’s Experience caused him to have an incredible faith in the authority of 
Jesus… So much so, it says He… “Marveled” 

• He caused God to Marvel!!! 

“When this man’s Experiences were poured into the presence of God… Sacredness 
was revealed!”  

• Remember: This man was a Roman Soldier… 

• Very likely a Pagan with certainly no formal training in Jewish Scriptures and so the 
Traditions of God’s people…  

• And yet, he comes to this place of “Knowing” anyways! 

• Jesus Himself emphasizes this when he says…  

(Vs) Matt. 8:10a –12a – “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. I tell 
you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness.” 

What does that mean for us? 
• To me it means that God, through the Holy Spirit, is still moving in the same way He 

always has…Through our stories and the stories of others. 

Allow me to illustrate how this may work…  
• “The Velveteen Rabbit” by Margery Williams 

The story confronts some of the most basic questions we ever ask:  
•Who am I? Do I have worth? What is the purpose of life?  
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become real.” In psychology, we sometimes call this… “holding onto ourselves.” 

• “We tend to give up our true/real person to avoid pain or rejection, so we become 
people who need to be validated by others and often lose who that real person is in 
the process.” 

I want to just give you a few pieces to ponder from this little book… 
“Real isn’t how you are made,” said the Skin Horse. “It’s a thing that happens to you…” 

“Does it hurt?” asked the Rabbit. 

“Sometimes,” said the Skin Horse, for he was always truthful. “When you are Real you don’t 
mind being hurt.” 

“Does it happen all at once, like being wound up,” he asked, “or bit by bit?”  

“It doesn’t happen all at once,” said the Skin Horse. “You become. It takes a long time. That’s 
why it doesn’t happen often to people who break easily, or have sharp edges, or who have to be 

carefully kept. Generally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, and 
your eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints and very shabby. But these things don’t 

matter at all, because once you are Real you can’t be ugly, except to people who don’t 
understand.” 

• When we experience unconditional love, we no longer have need for validation from 
others… 

• This is when people can become “real.” 

“When a child loves you for a long, long time, not just to play with, but REALLY loves you, then 
you become Real.” 

• Sometimes others see and love the real us before we do.  

• When it comes to being in relationships with other people, from coworkers and friends 
to spouses and children, it’s important to know who we are so we can give our real 
selves to them… Otherwise, we really cheat the relationship and we’re not modeling 
real for other people. 

• Like the Skin Horse said… “It can hurt.” But… 

“When you are Real, you don’t mind being hurt.” 

• Because… we also get to experience genuine intimacy, authentic relationships, and 
beautiful transformation. We learn the risk is worth the rewards. 

“He longed to become Real, to know what it felt like; and yet the idea of growing shabby and 
losing his eyes and whiskers was rather sad. He wished that he could become it without these.”
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• Fear of pain, rejection, loneliness — all these can make people choose to abandon our 
real selves and put on a mask or fake self… Trying to become real in another way… 

• “It’s important to be real with ourselves. The worst thing we can do is lie about who we 
are to our real-selves.” 

• A sign of growth and maturity is to love our true selves and offer our true selves to 
others so we can discover those who will love us for who we are. 

• The story describes the Skin Horse as…  

“…being worn out due to love.”  

• Love isn’t always feel-good or pretty; we can get hurt… 

• The wear and tear of love takes a toll on us, but it’s very needed for us to be real.” 

• Sometimes the vulnerability or the worn part is what we run from,  

• We don’t want to be vulnerable and yet we want to be loved, but we can’t have one 
without the other.  

“Once you are real, you can’t become unreal again. It lasts for always.”  

• “When you know what it feels like to be unconditionally loved, you can’t undo it or 
unexperience it.” 

• Once we come into our self, our real selves, we’re able to hold onto ourselves, and you 
cannot go back…  

“Weeks passed, and the little Rabbit grew very old and shabby, but the Boy loved him just as 
much. He loved him so hard that he loved all his whiskers off, and the pink lining to his ears 
turned grey, and his brown spots faded.  “He even began to lose his shape, and he scarcely 

looked like a rabbit anymore, except to the Boy. To him he was always beautiful, and that was all 
that the little Rabbit cared about.” “He didn’t mind how he looked to other people, because the 

nursery magic had made him Real, and when you are Real shabbiness doesn’t matter.”  

• When people figure out what they’re worth it on the inside, it no longer matters if their 
outside is shabby. 

• Especially those who have experienced traumas or abuse… These people often believe 
they are used or messed up.  

• But the inside is what counts, and that’s what others love you for. 

This little story is dripping with the Gospel… 

• Because it’s so easily experienced… It’s also touchable and relatable! 

(Vs) Mark 16:15 – And He said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the 
whole creation.”
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Question: Isn’t this what we are proclaiming?  

• The touchable story of Jesus and how He forever changed our stories…“How Jesus 
found us and through relationship invited us to pour out our experiences into His 
presence, forever Revealing the Sacredness He placed within.”  

• And all of that found inside a 97-year-old children’s story book… 

• But I don’t think we should be surprised… I mean Jesus has been asking us to use our 
imaginations to remember his story for over 2000 years now. 

Communion (Vs) 1st Cor. 11:23-26  

• This is… “A Tradition we are called through Scripture to Experience together.”  

K 
E 

S 
S 

I D
   

C 
H

 U
 R

 C
 H

 //
 S

 E
 R

 M
 O

 N
  N

 O
 T

 E
 S


