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Stages of Faith & how ‘inspiration’ helps us move through them… 

Stage 1: Life Changing Awareness of God. (Awakening) 
• Samuel’s “Here I am” 

Stage 2: Discipleship. (Learning) 
• Peter’s “tell me to come to you,” and then experiencing sinking doubt. 

This Week: Stage 3: The Active Life (Serving) 

•The Wall. 
•Stage 4: Journey Inward 
•Stage 5: Journey Outward 
•Stage 6: Transformed into Love 

The Active Life (Serving) 

(Rick Warren Article…) Many people have the misconception that being “called” by God is 
something only missionaries, pastors, nuns, and other church leaders experience… 

• But the Bible says everyone is called to serve God by serving others. 

(Vs) Galatians 5:13 – “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”  

Note: “We are not saved by serving, but we are saved for serving.”  K 
E 

S 
S 

I D
   

C 
H

 U
 R

 C
 H

 //
 S

 E
 R

 M
 O

 N
  N

 O
 T

 E
 S

“FORGETTING WHY” 
Date: January 26, 2020 
Speaker: Danny Clinton 



2K 
E 

S 
S 

I D
   

C 
H

 U
 R

 C
 H

 //
 S

 E
 R

 M
 O

 N
  N

 O
 T

 E
 S • Let’s take a closer look at these insights Paul gave… 

(Vs) Galatians 5:13 – “You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.”  

First: You cannot serve God until you’ve been set free by Jesus.  
• It’s the prerequisite for serving… 

“Until you experience the transforming power of God’s grace in your life, you’re too 
enslaved by your own hurts, habits, and hang-ups to think much about others.”  

• Without the freedom of forgiveness, you’ll end up serving for the wrong reasons:  
-Trying to earn the approval of others 
-Trying to run away from your pain 
-Trying to remedy your guilt 
-Trying to impress God 

• Service motivated by these illegitimate reasons is bound to leave you burned out and 
bitter in the end… 

Second: The barrier to serving others is selfishness.  
• Paul warns… (Vs) Galatians 5:13 – “You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use 

your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.” 

“The number one reason we don’t have the time or energy to serve others is that 
we’re preoccupied with our own agendas, dreams, and pleasures.” 

Only a small minority of people use their lives to serve others, but Jesus said…  

(Vs) Mark 8:35, LB – “If you insist on saving your life, you will lose it. Only those who throw away their 
lives for my sake and for the sake of the Good News will ever know what it means to really live.”  

Third: The motive for serving is love.  
• Paul says… (Vs) Galatians 5:13 – “You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use 

your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.”  
• This is such an important key to building real community:  

(Vs) 1st Corinthians 13:3 (MSG) – “No matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m 
bankrupt without love.” 

“God is far more interested in why you serve others than in how well you serve 
them.”  
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and gratitude for all He’s done for you. 
• Remember…You are most like Jesus when you’re serving others.  
• After washing his disciples’ feet, Jesus said… (Vs) John 13:15 ESV – “For I have given you an 

example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.” 

Can you see how much this is needed right now?...  
• As we move to Uptown Vancouver, this part of our Church will be put to the test…  
• And so… In preparation… I’d like to present to you one of the ways we are going to begin 

to serve our community like Christ…  

As you know we believe in Ministry Partnerships here at Kessid…   
• Why would we create something someone else is already doing well…? 
• Some of our Current Ministry Partners…  

-His Heart  
-One Life 
-Open House Ministries 

• And now today I’d like to introduce you to yet another opportunity for partnership with 
another Church right here in town… Living Hope Church and their “LiveLove Center” 

One last observation I’d like to make… Relating directly to our series theme of 
Inspiration…   
• If being Inspired to serve comes difficultly to you, I’d like to offer you this…  

“I’ve noticed that people who truly love serving others… often do so because they 
themselves never forgot what it was like when they were once in great need and had 

someone within their lives step forward and serve them…”   

• Full Transparency: There are many days when serving others just doesn’t come easily 
for me. 

• Whether that’s because I’ve fallen into some sort unforgiveness or selfishness, or 
because I’m just not loving well. 

• This principle of “Remembering” what others did for me has many a time sparked a new 
heart regarding the privilege of serving those God has called me to...  

I’m inspired to serve when I remember how I was once served…  
• Just as we all should be inspired to serve as Jesus has Served us all… 

Question: Do you remember what that was like?  
• May we never forget that this is why we have been called to serve others…  


