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We can use the term “seasons” instead of
“stages” when describing our life in Christ.
• We don’t control the seasons; they happen
to us. Winter, spring, summer, and fall
come to us whether we like it or not…
So do Walls...
• For most of us “The Wall” appears through
a crisis that turns our world upside down…
• It comes, perhaps, through a divorce, a job loss, the death of a close friend or family
member, a cancer diagnosis, a disillusioning church experience, a betrayal, a shattered
dream, a wayward child, a car accident, an inability to get pregnant, a deep desire to
marry that remains unfulﬁlled…
• All of this ﬁnally results in a dryness or loss of joy in our relationship with God.
• We discover for the ﬁrst time that our faith does not appear to “work.”
“We don’t know where God is, what he is doing, where he is going, how he is getting
us there, or when this will be over.”
Every follower of Jesus at some point will confront these Walls—or, as the ancients
called them, “the dark nights of the soul.”
• God called Abraham to leave his past life in Ur at the age of 75 and to embark on a
diﬃcult journey.
• God called to Moses from a burning bush to begin a new and complicated phase of his
journey at the age of eighty.
• God called David to leave the comforts of his job as a shepherd to conquer Goliath and
to serve as king of a very dysfunctional Israel.
This is just a very real, but often avoided, part of following God…This is the journey
Jesus called each of His disciples to.
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•

However, Judas, eventually grew disillusioned with the Wall and so got stuck along the
way.

•

He could not see how anything good could emerge out of the mess Jesus led them all
into.

•

In a sense, “The plans of Jesus oﬀended him.”

•

Judas’s “stuckness” eventually resulted in him quitting Christ altogether, resulting in
perhaps history’s saddest account of a wasted opportunity!

Many believers today are stuck in this oﬀended place… Consider Yourself?
• The disorientation and pain of your present circumstances binds you up inside…
“What most Christians don’t understand is that growth into maturity in Christ requires
facing this place.”
•

You can’t go around, jump over, or dig a hole under the Wall.

How do we know we’re being brought to The Wall or “Dark Night”?
• Our good feelings of God’s presence evaporate.
•

We feel the door of Heaven has been shut as we pray.

•

Darkness, helplessness, weariness, a sense of failure or defeat, barrenness, emptiness,
dryness descends upon us.

•

The Christian disciplines that have served us up to this time “no longer work.”

•

We can’t see what God is doing. We see little visible fruit in our lives.

I’ve had many of these moments…
• And so, I’ve discovered that it’s during these times of vast ‘desert’ and ‘loneliness’ that
God is rewiring my taste buds so that I might taste of him ever more fully.
St. John wrote: “[God] is purging the soul, annihilating it, emptying it or consuming in it
(even as ﬁre consumes the mouldiness and the rust of metal) all the aﬀections and
imperfect habits which it has contracted its whole life. . . These are deeply rooted in the
substance of the soul. . .”
Only through accepting this painful part of the faith journey, can you avoid
becoming permanently stuck at the Wall.
• Because of this, countless sincere followers of Christ stagnate here and no longer
move forward with God’s purpose for their lives.
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Even worse… Some of us hide behind our faith to ﬂee the pain of our lives, rather
than trust God to transform us through it...
• We utter platitudes like… “In all things, God works for the good.”
• We smile and sing contemporary praise songs about our victory in Jesus.
• We don’t curse or get bitter toward God.
• We keep it together to demonstrate to the weaker members of the body and the
watching world that our faith is solid and strong.
The problem is that: Emotionally healthy faith admits…
• I am bewildered.
• I don’t know what God is doing right now.
• I am hurt and I am angry.
Once all the ‘Fakery’ is purged, God then adds something to our souls.
“Overcoming our great temptation to quit or go backward, but instead choosing to remain
still, listening for His voice, God inserts something of Himself into our character that will
mark the rest of our journey with Him.”
•

He mysteriously infuses and imparts His love into us. James refers to this…
(Vs) James 1:2–4 – “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Let
perseverance ﬁnish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”

Ultimately, God is the One who moves us through the Wall.
• It is His slow, deep work of transformation in us…
So how do we know we are making progress or if we are, perhaps, even on the other
side?
• The following are at least three dynamics to consider:
1. A Greater Level of Brokenness
• Christians can be notoriously judgmental in the name of standing up for the truth. In this
way… People on the other side of the Wall are freed from judging others…For example:
Consider how “oﬀendable” you are.
• Someone who has gone through the Wall is so secure in the love of God that she is
unable to be insulted. When criticized, judged, or insulted, she thinks to herself, “It is far
worse than you think!”
“Blessed is he who expects nothing, for he shall enjoy everything,”
said St. Francis of Assisi.
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2. A Greater Appreciation for Holy Unknowing (Mystery)
• God is beyond the grasp of every concept I have of Him...
• He is utterly incomprehensible.
• Yes, God is everything revealed in Scripture, but also inﬁnitely more.
St. Thomas Aquinas in the 1200’s wrote a twenty-volume work on God…He began his
work: “This is the ultimate knowledge about God, to know that we do not know.”
3. A Deeper Ability to Wait for God.
• An outgrowth of “holy unknowing” is a greater capacity to wait upon the Lord…
“Going through the Wall breaks something deep within us—that driving, grasping,
fearful self-will that must produce, that must make something happen, that must get
it done for God (just in case He doesn’t).”
One last thing I want to leave you with: “You CAN one day make it through all the
Walls.”
• When you no longer have a need to be well known or successful, but to do God’s will,
You have made it through The Wall.
• You will have learned, like the apostle Paul… (Vs) Philippians 4:12 – “the secret of being
content in any and every situation.”
Richard Rohr’s “Five essential truths that must awaken if you are to grow up into
your God-given spirituality.”
1.Life is hard.
2.You are not that important.
3.Your life is not about you.
4.You are not in control.
5.You are going to die.
These words, describe the powerful biblical truths all of us can truly know as a result
of going through the Wall and so experiencing a greater connection to our God…
• In this way, we get to live our lives as the travelers God calls us to be.
(Vs) 1st Chronicles 29:15 – “We are only strangers traveling through this world like our ancestors.
Our time on earth is like a passing shadow, and we cannot stop it.”
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