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As we move back into our buildings, I feel a bit like we are opening our sails within a 
huge Storm… 
• What I know… This Storm isn’t going away…  
• So, we have to get better at sailing…  

It’s been said… Jesus was crucified because he was too gray!  
• He wasn’t Religious enough for the Jews, nor was He Pagan enough for the Romans… 
• And although both of these Storms raged all around Him (Religion and Paganism), He 

was never pulled under!  

Scripture uses the metaphor of Storms a lot!  
• And for a very specific reason… 

“A powerful storm can be experienced completely different depending on where you 
are standing within it.”  

• Out on the Ocean – Hurricane 
• Over Dry Land –Tornado 
• On A Mountain – Blizzard… and so on! 

This idea of ‘Storm Perspective” is carried diligently throughout scripture…  

Noah… (Vs) Gen. 6:11-18 – Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled 
with violence. 12 And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted 
their way on the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, 

for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the 
earth. 14 Make yourself an ark of gopher wood.[b] Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and 
out with pitch. 15 This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50 
cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above, and set 
the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17 For behold, I will 
bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under 
heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18 But I will establish my covenant with you, 
and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you.”K 

E 
S 

S 
I D

   
C 

H
 U

 R
 C

 H
 //

 S
 E

 R
 M

 O
 N

  N
 O

 T
 E

 S

“STORM” 
Date: September 6, 2020 
Speaker: Danny Clinton

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%206:9-8:22&version=ESV%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-ESV-152b%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%206:9-8:22&version=ESV%22%20%5Cl%20%22fen-ESV-152b%22%20%5Co%20%22See%20footnote%20b


2

K 
E 

S 
S 

I D
   

C 
H

 U
 R

 C
 H

 //
 S

 E
 R

 M
 O

 N
  N

 O
 T

 E
 S A Storm of Judgement  

• As the waters rose, the people outside became enraged and embittered… While the 
people inside became more grateful and at peace.  

• Same Storm of Judgement… Very different perspectives! 

• King David… It’s obvious from reading the Bible that his life was filled with many 
personal storms. For starters, his brothers disliked him. Additionally, a jealous King Saul 
tried to kill him on more than one occasion. His own son Absalom attempted a coup 
against David’s throne. 

(Vs) Psalm 27:1 – “The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall, I fear? The Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 

A Storm of Persecution  

(Vs) Psalm 70:20-21 – “You, who have shown me great and severe troubles, shall revive me again, 
and bring me up again from the depths of the earth. You shall increase my greatness, and 

comfort me on every side.” 

• Could one say that “Great and Severe Troubles” is a form of persecution? 

• Is David acknowledging that the same Storm, depending on who appears to be driving it, 
changes how it’s experienced?  

The Disciples… (Vs) Mark 4:35-38 – On that day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let us 
go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd, they took Him with them in the boat, just as 

He was. And other boats were with Him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were 
breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 38 But He was in the stern, asleep on the 

cushion. And they woke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”  

A Storm of Fear  

• I said last week that we need to stop minimizing other people’s trauma, or in other 
words their ‘storms’… 

• Instead we need to allow them to be as big and bold as people say they are… 
remembering to proclaim that God is bigger still… 

(Vs) Mark 4:39-42 – And He awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And 
the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have 
you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is 

this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?”
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(Vs) Psalm 68:35 NIV – “You, God, are awesome in your sanctuary; the God of Israel gives power 
and strength to His people. Praise be to God!’ 

Now… Allow me to walk out onto a tight rope of my own making… 
• I opened today with the statement… “As we move back into our buildings, I feel a bit like 

we are opening our sails within a huge Storm.” 

• This is because your current experience within the Storm raging over our world right 
now greatly depends on where you find yourself oriented to the wind… 

- If you are ‘For’… then you may feel the wind from behind, pushing you 
uncomfortably forward. 

- If you are ‘Against’… then you may feel the wind in front, forcing you to move 
uncomfortably slow. 

• Depending on how you are oriented changes how you survive the storm. 

- Judgement – Good/Bad  

- Persecution – Good/Bad  

- Fear – Good/Bad  

This is the Storm we find ourselves in…  
• We have loving people sitting here today who believe, through prayer and seeking, that 

to be a true follower of Jesus, we are required to put the concerns of others above 
ourselves. 

• That we follow the guidelines of the rulers God allowed to be in place and that anything 
less than this is FAITHLESSNESS. 

• We also have loving people sitting here today who believe, through prayer and seeking, 
that to be a true follower of Jesus, you have to stand up for your freedom to worship.  

• That there are no laws being broken when gathering without a mask because mask 
mandates on the church are illegal and government overreach. To stand for anything 
less than this is FAITHLESSNESS. 

  
So, what are we going to do?  
• When we open our building, we are going to accept both! – We’re going gray!  

• We will be posting all required signs regarding masks at all Kessid Campuses.  

• We will also limit the gathering capacity to what our local government has said is 
required, 200 capacity at Uptown, 55 capacity at Columbia. 

• But if you choose to come to Church without a mask and worship, we will not turn you 
away, we will not ask you leave. We will not police our services in that way.
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• One very simple reason… someone not wearing a mask can be served by someone in a 
mask and feel safe.  

• But someone not wearing a mask cannot serve someone who feels unsafe around those 
without masks. 

• This is just the cost of serving…  

Allow me to add…  
• If you plan to wear a mask but cannot feel safe, even social distancing, around other 

people not wearing them… Stay home and participate online. 
• Also, if you plan to not wear a mask, but you cannot keep yourself from shaking people’s 

hands and hugging them only to awkwardly ask after you’re already holding them close, 
“You’re okay with this right?” … Stay home and participate online. 

•

This is the only way I can see gathering at this time… 
• By allowing all perspectives within the storm the same honor. 
• In this way… I’m hoping we can “Allow the presence of Jesus in our lives to redefine ALL 

of our storms.” 


